[Vasculitis and hereditary small vessel diseases].
In younger patients with stroke, cerebral vasculitis and hereditary small vessel diseases should be considered as important differential diagnoses. Since the clinical course of cerebral vasculitis is highly variable, diagnostic workup, which includes laboratory tests, CSF analysis, cranial magnetic resonance imaging and biopsy, is often challenging. Therapy should be initiated on an interdisciplinary basis and includes immunosuppressive induction and maintenance regimes. Hereditary small vessel diseases, e.g. CADASIL or Fabry's disease, can mimic clinical features of cerebral vasculitis. Their diagnosis which is based on family history, typical clinical features and genetic analysis often has implications for treatment and genetic counselling.